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A PART OF PUBLIC ACTS, No. 33, 
Laws of Vermont^ 1874. 

The State Superintendent of Edacation shall prepare and present to the Legislatare, 
on the first day of each biennial session thereoi, a report of his official doings for the 
preceding two years: and a statement of the condition of the schools in the State, of 
the expenditure of tne school mone^ therein, with such suggestions for information 
and improvement relative to the various schools in the State as he may deem proper. 



SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 



To the Legislature of Vermont: 
As required by law, the State Superintendent submits the following 

REPORT. 

Since his first report the Superintendent of Education has visited 
one hundred and eighty towns; in twenty-nine of them Teachers* 
Institutes have been held, and in ten educational meetings of a day 
and evening, in the others a lecture has been delivered or schools 
have been visited or both has been done. The Superintendent of 
Education is happy to acknowledge again the sympathy and ready 
co-operation of the town superintendents and teachers and of other 
friends of education wherever he has labored. 

THE TEACHERS* INSTITUTES, 

announced in the last school report, were held at times and places 
and with attendance of teachers shown in the following table : 



COUNTY. 


TOWN. 


DATE. 


No. of 

Teachers 

Attending. 


Lamoille .... ................. 


Morrisville 


August 25 and 26, 1876 

August 29 and 30, 1876 

September 1 and 2, 1876 

September 8 and 9, 1876 

September 13 and 18, 1876... . 
September 15 and 16, 1876... 
September 19 and 20, 1876. . . 
September 22 and 2a, 1876... . 
September 26 and 27, 1876... . 
September 29 and 80, 1876... . 

October 8 and 4, 1876 

October 6 and 7, 1876 

t )ctober 18 and 14, 1876 

January 11 and 12, 1877 


68 


Caledonia 


Hard wick 


47 


Orleans 


Derby.... 


43 


Franklin 


MontflTomerv. 


48 


Chittenden 


Williston 


87 


WashiuKton 


Monipelier 


80 


Addison 


Bristol 


40 


Rutland 


Brandon. 


57 


BenninflTton 


Dorset 


61 


Windsor 


Ludlow. 


106 


Essex 


Guildhall.. 

Newbury... 


17 


Orange 


89 


Grand Isle 


AlburRh 


28 




TnwnahAnd 


56 






Whole num 


ber of teachers attending. . . . 




711 



In these Institutes assistance was rendered by Mrs. F. K. Kyle, of 
Essex Junction, by Miss A. M. Guernsey, then lately of the Randolph 
Normal School ; and by President Hulbert, of Middlebury College, 
by Prof. G. H. Perkins, of the U. V. M. ; by the Principals of the 
Normal Schools ; fcy Hon. A. E. Rankin, of St. Johnsbury, Rev. W. 
S. Blaisdell, of Randolph, and others not here named. 
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The following is the record of the Teachers Institutes, for the year 
1877-78 : 



o.™„. 


,o™. 


..„, 


Teichna 




;oneoid Corner. 






















ESSiii::::::::::::::::::. 






















































Jiiniimrrsa.il.as, 1K8 






Mrof(«.clieK«Il«niiliiK.-.. 




Wbolei,un. 





Assistance was rendered by Mrs. F. K. Kyle in all the Institutes of this 
year ; by Principal Walter E. Howard of the Cast4V>n Normal School, 
in the Institutes of his district; by Principal A. E.Leavenworth of the 
Randolph Normal School, in the Institutes of his district and in those 
of Franklin and Grand Isle Counties ; by Principal William E. Crip- 
j>en of the Johnson Normal School, in the Institutes of his district 
and in that of Addison County. Also assistance was rendered in 
evening lectures or otherwise by Dr. H. A. Cutting of Lunenburgh, 
in Essex County ; by Prin. E. C. Allen of Derby Academy, in Or- 
leans County; by Prin. H. T Fuller of St. Johnsbury Academy, and 
by J. P. Otis, Esq., of Sutton, in Caledonia County; by Preat, C, A. 
Curtis and Prof, Rumbui^h, of Norwich University, and by Prof J. B. 
Southworth of Vt. Conf. Seminarj', in Washington County ; by Prof H. 
M. Seely of Midd. Coll., by Prin. C. D. Mead of Midd. Graded School, 
and Prin. H. H. Ros» of Vergennes Graded School, in Addison 
County; by Hon. Henry Clark, of Rutland and Prin. H. H. Shaw 
of Burr & Burton Seminary, in Bennington County ; by Prof. Higley 
of Midd. Coll., in Franklin County ; by Prof. G. H. Perkins of U. 
V. M. in Chittenden and Lamoille Counties ; by Prin. H. M. Willard 
of Vt. Academy, in Windham Countj'. 

Of the Institutes for the year 1878-79, one has already been held, 
at Swanton in Franklin County, June 20, 2l, 22. Arrangements for 
others are well advanced, but are not yet complete. 

The purpose of the Teachers' Institute is two-fold ; to instruct and 
inspire the teachers, and to awaken an educational interest in the 
people among whom it is held. This two-fold purpose has been kept 
constantly in view, and the Institutes have been placed and planned 
accordingly. Not lai^e towns, nor towns situated on railroads have 
always been chosen as places for the Institutes ; but a variety both as 
to size and location has been sought as most conducive to the advance- 
ment of the educational interests of the State. 

In view of the two-fold purpose of the Teachers' Institute and of 
the comparative attendance on the meetings and on the Institutes, a 
word more relative to the two may be allowed. 

These meetings generally were well attended. The attendance upon 
some of them was very lai^e and the interest taken very great. The 
preparation for them was made mostly by the town Superintendents 
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and people of the towns where the meetings were held, and a large 
portion of the work done in them was done by the citizens of the 
several localities. The Superintendent of Education still believes that 
the substitution of such meetings for Teachers' Institutes in the coun- 
ties would sometimes be beneficial. And it is recommended that in- 
stead of an Institute the Superintendent of Education be authorized 
to hold of such meetings not less than three nor more than six, and 
that he be allowed to draw from the State treasury a sum not to ex- 
ceed fifteen dollars per day towards the expenses of each such meet- 
ing, whenever he shall judge that course most useful to the people 
of a county. 

The Law specifies that the Teachers' Institutes shall be held, if prac- 
ticable, when the common schools are not in session. If the term 
common schools includes all public schools, there is no week in the 
year when the common schools are not in session. The common 
schools outside of the villages generally have a summer and a winter 
term, leaving soi^e weeks in the spring and as many in autumn of 
vacation. These periods are supposed to be those intended in the 
law, and as the Spring is unfavorable by reason of bad traveling, the 
fall was understood to be the season for holding the Institutes, and they 
have been held in the fall when practicable. But in every part of the 
State district schools are in session at that season of the year. And 
teachers are reluctant at that time as at other times to close their 
schools and lose the time during which they are closed to attend the 
Institute. Would it not be just and beneficial to allow teachers clos- 
ing their schools to attend an Institute to draw pay of the school dis- 
tricts or towns employing them for the days of Institute, and to allow 
school districts whose teachers close their schools to attend an Insti- 
tute to count those days as days of school, and in making up their ag- 
gregate attendance for the year to reckon those days as having an 
attendance equal to the average attendance for the other days of the 
year 



? 



NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

Boards of Examiners, 

First District, 

Edward Conant, Superintendent of Education. 
JuDAH Dana, Normal School Examiner. 
Walter E. Howard, Principal of Normal School. 

Second District. 

Edward Conant, Superintendent of Education. 

H. T. Fuller, Normal School Examiner. 

Abel E. Leavenworth, Principal of Normal School. 

Third District, 

Edward Conant, Superintendent of Education. 
M. H. BuoKHAM, Normal School Examiner. 
William C. Crippen, Principal of Normal School. 
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Principals and First Assistants^ for year beginning August^ 1878. 

First District, 

Principal, Judah Dana, appointed July 23, 1878. 
First Assistant, Mary Dana, appointed July 23, 1878. 

Second District, 

Principal, Abel E. Leavenworth, appointed Dec. 30, 1874. 
First Assistant, Louisa M. Jones, appointed Nov. 25, 1875. 

Third District, 

Principal, William C. Crippen, appointed Jan. 22, 1875. 
First Assistant, Mrs. H. L. Story, appointed July 23, 1878. 

Three examinations of graduating classes have been held at the 
Castleton Normal School, and four at each of the other Normal 
Schools during the two years covered by this report. The number 
of graduates follows : 



First Coarse 


CASTTiKTOl 

24 


i. RANDOLPH. JOHNSON. 

81 31 
20 8 

•om the State treasury the 


Second Course. 


9 


The several schools have 
following sums of money : 


received fi 






CASTT.TCTON. 


RANDOLPH. 


JOHNSON. 


Under Act No. 20, 1872 


$750 00 
912 00 


$750 

2472 
500 00 


$750 00 


Sec. 6, Act No. 39. 1876 


1530 00 


Sec. 3, Act No. 39. 1876 












Total 


$1662 00 


$3722 00 


$2280 00 



July 31, 1876, there remained in the hands of the trustees of the 
Normal School at Randolph, of moneys previously drawn from the 
State Treasury, an unexpended balance of $926.00. (See 24th Ver- 
mont-School Report.) That sum has since been used to pay for free 
scholarships and teachers* salaries, together with $20.00 of refunded 
tuition. Of the sum of $727.00, of money drawn from the State 
Treasury, reported as remaining unexpended in the hands of the 
trustees of the Normal School at Johnson, $259.00 is now reported 
as remaining unexpended. The trustees of the Normal School at 
Castleton reported, two years ago, no money drawn from the State 
Treasury remaining in their hands. 

The whole amount of money originally drawn from the State 
Treasury, and expended by the Normal Schools for the two years 
ending July 31, 1878, is as follows : 

Castleton, $1652.00 ; Randolph, $4648.00; Johnson, $2748.00. 

The whole amount of money originallv drawn from the State 
Treasury, now remaining in the hands of the trustees of the Normal 
Schools, is. as follows : 

Castleton, none ; Randolph, none ; Johnson, $259.00. 

Further information concerning the Normal Schools will be found 
in the reports from the several schools. The work done by them has 
been useful, and it encourages the expectation of yet more and better 
work if the schools are properly supported. The great needs of these 
institutions are more funds and the feeling on the part of those charged 
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with the management of them that the State has adopted a settled 
policy towards them. 

The Nonnal Schools were first established for five years, then the 
time was extended three years, and was again extended for five years, 
that is, till August 1, 1880, a date which will have passed before the 
assembling of another Legislature. Some action will be sought from 
your honorable body. 

I would most respectfully urge that whatever provision is made for 
these schools be made without limit in time, or be made for a long 
period ; and that larger appropriations be made for them. 

The question of one Normal School or of several Normal schools is 
likely to come before you, and is of sufficient importance to deserve 
your serious attention. 

Upon this subject the opinions of the town superintendents have 
been asked for the last four years, and their replies for the last year 
will be found among the statistics in the Appendix to this Report. 

The votes of the town superintendents as indicated by their replies 
for the four years stand : 

.1876. 1876. 1877. 1878. 

For one Nonnal School, 101 93 80 97 

For several Normal Schools 97 89 86 109 

A practical question upon which intelligent men, experts by their 
ofiScial position, divide so evenly, may be regarded as not quite 
easy of solution. The question is not a new one. When in 1866 a 
bill was introduced for the establishment of one Normal School, the 
Legislature provided for three ; and three were organized. The pe- 
riod of existence for the three has been twice extended. 

The reason most frequently assigned in favor of several Normal 
Schools is that Normal School advantages will so be made accessible 
to greater numbers. That most frequently set forth in favor of one 
Normal School for the State is that only means enough to support one 
school well are likely to be secured. 

The following extract from the last report of C. J. Alger, Esq., 
Superintendent of Schools in Burlington, may be taken as represent- 
ing the thought and feeling of many persons on this subject. When 
carefully read it seems to exhibit most of all an earnest desire for 
more efficient and more distinctively Normal School work. 

"The last question 'Are you in favor of one Normal School, or of 
several Normal Schools?' in what it implies is of the greatest conse- 
quence, and deserves a better and different consideration than it has 
hitherto received at the hands of our l^slators. It ought not to be 
true, as our experience shows it to be^ that better results can be ob- 
tained from employing graduates of some Normal School outside of 
Vermont than tiiose in Vermont. No State furnishes better material 
for manufacture of professional teachers than Vermont — quick, sharp 
intellects, combined with a conscientious devotion to work, and what 
is of even greater consequence, combined with all the substantial ele- 
ments of character, such as must be impressed upon Vermont chil- 
dren to make such citizens of them as we require and desire. Our 
Normal School graduates seem to lack clear ideas of the methods to be 
pursued to get best results, and often fail to appreciate or fully com- 
prehend the development already acquired by tiie pupil at any partic- 
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ular stage in his study, so as to adapt their instructiou to the pupil's 
needs. 

Our Normal Schools seem to be too much local preparatory schools 
— High Schools, or Academies, rather than training strhools for teach- 
ers, and their benefits are too easily obtained to be duly appreciated, 
and hence proper preparation is not made for entering them. There 
would seem to be no sense in undertaking to carry Normal Schools to 
every one's own home — ^to put a Normal School on wheels, as some 
think should be done with an Agricultural College, and carry it round 
to every Farmer's Home. The teacher who has not enterprise enough 
to get a hundred miles from home if need be to attend school, will not 
have enterprise enough to get away ftom home or out of her own dis- 
trict to teach, even if a good salary were offered unsolicited. 

Again, without meaning any adverse criticisms upon our Normal 
School Teachers, it is true that by having three small schools and the 
division of the State aid into thirds, proper teachers cannot always 
be employed nor enough of them, nor can the necessary and proper 
division of work be made among the teachers employed so as to get 
the best results. I do not advocate the cutting down of the State Aid 
to Normal Schools even in these hard times, but a concentration of it. 
Give it all to one school. Get the best teachers for it the country 
produces. (Other things being equal, Vermont teachers should be pre- 
ferred.) Have a large school. Bring together, not mostly school 
girls but teachers who have had some experience and development of 
character in school work, and who know their defects as teachers and 
are seeking to do better work and to acquire better methods. Each 
teacher of this class will bring her best method — a good idea or a good 
suggestion, and soon from this source alone, even if nothing were 
gained from the teachers employed to manage the school, there would 
soon be gathered and treasured up and transmitted fh)m class to class 
a valuable amount of information, a routine or method greatly in ad- 
vance of anything we now have in the State. But we should in such 
school get great aid from the Principal and other teachers. The sal- 
ary or income from such a school would be such that no inexperienced, 
temporary teachers would be employed as is now frequently the case. 
The positions would all be desirable, and, would be worthy the ambi- 
tion and full preparation of our best talent. The school would then 
be a growing school, and Vermont teachers and graduates of Vermont 
Normal Schools would be in demand in all parts of our country, at 
home and abroad, and fair, living salaries would be paid. Vermont 
would then soon assume the position she formerly held as a leading 
educator in the land. Our ability and energy has too long been 
weakened by the unnecessary division of Normal School work. 

Whether it shall be one of the three we now have, or an entirely 
new school, it is not my purpose to discuss. We know that in the 
long run 'the fittest comes to the front.' 

I trust your experience and influence may be made available in 
bringing about a change so much to be desired, and that though Ver- 
mont has three weak Colleges, the time may come when it may be said 
she no longer has three weak Normal Schools, but has one with a repu- 
tation equal to any of those in the larger States. Such a school would 
after a time become self-supporting or nearly so, and thus the State 
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relieved of the tax it now pays to support fh)in year to year the pres- 
ent schools, and which for the most part would sink if it was withdrawn. 

I presume these suggestions are old and trite to you, but the people 
do not yet fully see the the matter as they should. 

Our schools have been unusually prosperous the past year — and our 
teachers as a body better than ever before, and the spirit of the pu- 
pils much better than usual." C. J. ALGER, Supt. 

The Superintendent of Education refrains from a further discussion 
of this question, and will only repeat his already expressed desire 
that means may be adopted to give permanency and increased facili- 
ties to our Normal School eflTort. 



REPORT OF THE NORMAL SCHOOL AT CASTLETON, 

For the years 1876-7 and 1877-8. 

1876-7. 

INSTRUCTORS. 

Walter E. Howard, Principal. 
f Irene S. Clark, 
I Mart C. Northrop. 

The number of different pupils during the year was 69, distributed 

as follows : 

Rutland County 64 

Addison County • • • 2 

New York • 3 

XT /-» ^ 4.^ ( First Course • \ 9 

No. Graduates.. } g^^^ (.^^^^ ^ 

All from Rutland County. 

The amount of money drawn from the Stkte for the last term of 
the year, under the act of the last Legislature, which went into effect 
at the beginning of the last term, was $568 for scholarships and 
teachers* salaries only. 

1877-8. 

INSTRUCTORS. 

Walter E. Howard, Principal. 

{Jennie E. Williams, 
Jennie L. Cheever.. 

The number of different pupils during the year was 70, distributed 
as follows : 

Addison County 7 

Bennington County 8 

Rutland County 58 

Out of the State 2 

N..G»d„.^..{S„j°™;::;::::::::::::::::::'» 

From Addison County ^ . . • 6 

From Bennington County 2 

From Rutland County 11 

From New Hampshire. 1 

2 



> ^ 



i^ VMsmotn Hdpip^ lUnmr. 



'Vim mn^mtii ni UHHmy 4rnmu fixm tte l!»tote tbm ytmr wmm $1094, 

l>mi$$u ikm two ytmfn Uuit I ftiftre luKl'ehjuge of liie acliool it has 
\imtu Hirwily u fiz/mud m^unA, Two yemn agp tbe Sendiiaiy was 
fi\mumi\num^ nt^A tAtWM that iXuitt no depaitment has been tolerated 
i^Ki'/Hi/t wtifit kgiififmiely \mUm%n to a ncMmal sdioc^. 

'riiii tmm\H^.r of f/uf>iM Iiam not F>een as great as I shoakl be glad to 
mmri \ but ft will \m notice^l that in the second year tiiere is a mach 
mtUv diMtrttnition over the district tlian in the first, and that the 
nuinlmr of gnuliiaUtM \\m been largely increased. 

H\\\m my fU'^^iimintan^'/e with the school, its prospects for saccess, 
both in uimihi^ru and in worthy work, never seemed better. It has 
hail two yuan* of nlow but niomy growth — both in strength and influ- 
«uc<u — tiuit \h uior« u^/parent to us who have seen and been in the 
work of tliu Noliool than to an ordinary observer. The trustees have 
alHo bt^iMi (lortunuti) in engaging as Principal of the School Judah 
Dana, who Im too woll known in this State as an educator to need 
iH)unuttn(latlon at any uiau'M liands, and whose name alone«is a tower 
of Mtrt^ngtli. Very respectftiUy, 

WALTER E. HOWARD. 



HANUOLPH NORMAL SCHOOL. 

^♦V: — In tHMupUantH^ wlU\ U\o lottor of request received fW)m your 
iiAliH^ Juut^ H« 1878« I it^|HH>U\dl^v aubmit the following report of the 
StHtt^ N\muHl S\>ho^4 under w^v oait\ (Ur the two years ending wiHi 

\ At^Jltv K. l4KAVi»^w\\KTU. A, M,. lMiH>ipal* 

HATnit Kx WvH^v lv^7^7. 

Kmv^l. I\ SHiiii^3t\>^, Ax B.. 1^77-8. 

Ia^>*a i\ X\^\ S^vfi^lVwa. 15^4^ 
^m^vii^Vtit ;Mfv$^\v^ ("^^H^^tU^ V ^MK$«niK^Hit ^ ^ tHUMru ^mnaiK^ 
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The foregoiDg summary iooludes the attendance in all departments. 
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<}EN£BAL SUBIMART OF ATTENDANCE. 

The following table shows the attendance for each term, and the 
aggregate attendance for each year, from February, 1867, to June, 
1878: 
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OBADUATES BT COmiTIES FROM THE FIRST COURSE SINCE 
STATE NORUAL SCHOOL. 
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It will be noticed that 104 Scholarships out of 528 granted, or nearly 
one-fifth of the whole, have been taken by towns not in the Congres- 
sional District where this school is located. Each term we have found 
it necessary to reject applications made by very deserving persons, 
their cases not coming entirely within the provisions of the law, and 
others have been rejected because judged undeserving. 

For full particulars as regards the school building, the apparatus, the 
library, the reading-room, the literary society, the religious privi- 
leges, the model school, and the course of study, reference is made 
to the Vermont School Report for 1876, pages 69-75. More minute 
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details may be found in the term catalogue. That for the Spring 
Term of 1878 contains a complete list of the graduates from this 
school under the present system of examination. 

In relation to most of these matters little additional needs to be said. 
The apparatus has been made more helpful by valuable additions dur- 
ing the past year. Political Economy has been added to the First 
Course of Study with gratifying results. In the Second Course, Moral 
Philosophy has been made obligatory, and General History, ancient and 
modern, has been added to the list of optional studies. Further slight 
modifications of the courses of study will be made, whenever in the 
judgment of the boards of control, it can be improved. 

The examinations for graduation are now compressed into two days. 
For this school another day should be given to this work. Fourteen 
distinct branches are pursued in each Course of study, giving seven 
examinations per day. 

The school-building is admirably adapted to the work of the school, 
the rooms being ample in size and convenient of location, so that 
classes can be exchanged quietly and promptly. 

The facility for self-boarding and for hiring board are to be largely 
increased during the present year by the erection ol a spacious edifice 
for this purpose. This will contain some thirty rooms and will be 
ready for occupancy at the opening of the Spring Term, in February, 
1879. 

The attendance has been from ten counties, and is steadily increas- 
ing from the more distant portions of the State. 

The character of the pupils has been, for the most part, of a high 
order. Studious habits and propriety of conduct have been the rule. 
Most of our pupils in the Normal Department are upwards of seven- 
teen years' of age and many exceed twenty. The greater portion 
have taught for periods ranging from one term to twenty terms, and 
have sought the advantages of the school with a view to remedy 
the defects in their teaching as well as to increase their knowledge. 
For this reason they are good workers and the influence of their zeal- 
ous earnestness is felt by all. 

Of the thirty-six graduates from the Second Course since 1874, all 
save two have engaged in, teaching and have been called to fill posi- 
tions of responsibility in normal, graded and high schools. Of the 
one hundred and seventy-two graduates from the First Course within 
the same period, one hundred and thirty are known to have taught. 
Over one half of the remaining number have graduated within the 
past year. Several have entered college or are taking an advanced 
course in this or other schools. 

The teaching force of the school is worked nearly to its utmost ca- 
pacity and might be increased with profit. The school has books of 
reference, but they are too limited in number and range of subjects. 
A better library is a pressing want. Appropriations for these objects, 
especially the latter, would greatly increase the working power of the 
school. 

Trusting that the statistics in this Report will be accepted as evi- 
dence of work well done, I have the honor to be 

Your obedient servant, 

ABEL E. LEAVENWORTH, Principal. 

Randolph, Vermont, July 4, 1878. 
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RANDOLPH NORMAL SCHOOL. 

REPORT OF TRUSTEES. 

Mr. Edward Conant, Supt. of Education: 

Sir: — The Trustees of Randolph Normal School herewith re- 
spectflilly submit their biennial report of the school under their im- 
mediate supervision. The prosperity of the school for the past two 
years has been apparent, its growth steady and, we trust, its perma- 
nence assured. 

The Trustees have endeavored to avail themselves of the condition- 
al benefits offered to the school by the Legislature ft'om time to time, 
and hope to continue to do the same. When the appropriation of five 
hundred dollars was granted b}' the Legislature to be expended under 
the direction of the Board of education in aiding each of the Nor- 
mal Schools, the proposition was gladly accepted, the Trustees feel- 
ing that we could more fully realize the idea and carry out the princi- 
ples of a true Normal school, while our influence would be more widely 
extended and our influence enhanced. We trust the results were emi- 
nently satisfactory, for the Legislature in 187G again reached forth its 
fostering hand and gave the Normal Schools of the State $500 ad- 
ditional, upon the condition that their several Boards of Trustees 
should provide a like sum in addition from their resources for the 
payment of teachers. At the next annual meeting of the Trustees 
thereafter, they unanimously voted to accept the terms of the Legis- 
lature, fulflUiug the conditions, and the result has been the addition of 
a male teacher to the board of instruction. This legislation we trust, 
will upon the examination of its fruits by any who may be inter- 
ested whether from motives philanthropy or of dollars and cents, be 
found not unwise. 1 would say that fiie compliance with the condi- 
tions of the above mentioned legislation, was not without an eflTort on 
the part of the Trustees of this school. 

Although we have been able to furnish room and board for all stu- 
dents who have applied, yet the Trustees have long felt the need of 
a suitable boarding house, connected with the school, and now take 
pleasure in announcing that one of their number has a large and com- 
modious house, contiguous to the school building, with suitable yards 
and pleasant surroundings, that will be devoted to the interests of the 
school as fast as needed. 

The following statement of the financial status of the school is also 

submitted : 

Value op School Propkbty. 

(a) Valae of Grounds, . 9 200 00 

(b) Value of Building, ..... 7000 00 

(c) " *• Furniture, 1200 00 

(d) " " Apparatus •...„.. 400 00 

(e) " " Library, 300 00 

Insurance. 

On Building, ........ 9 6000 00 

" Furniture, ........ 800 00 

** Apparatus, ........ 200 00 

Annual Income to the School. 

From County School Lands, ...... 9 120 00 

As Apparatus Fund, . . 7 50 

Avails of Endowment Fund, ....... 750 00 

Debt of Corporation for Building, ...... 1500 00 
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Balance of money remaining unexpended at the time of last Report, $926 00 

Received from Scnolarships Refunded, . 24 00 

Received from State Treasury, June 1877, ..... 1078 00 

Dec. 1877, 1382 00 

June 1878, 1262 00 



$4672 00 



Expended fob Teacbeb's salaries. 



December, 1876, . . $ 250 00 

June, 1877, ......... 260 00 

Dec, 1877, .*....... 600 00 

June, 1878, . . . . 600 00 

Fob ScHOLABSHiPS. 

Dec, 1876, . . . . $ 696 00 

June, 1877, ......... 828 00 

Dec, 1877, 882 00 

June, 1878, ......... 762 00 



$4668 00 
Balance unexpended, ....... $4 00 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN B. MEAD, Clerk of Trustees. 



JOHNSON NORMAL SCHOOL. 

Mr. Edward Conant, State Superintendent of Educatimi : 

Sir : — I herewith submit a report of the State Normal School at 
Johnson for the years ending July 3d, 1877, and July 3d, 1878 : 

Instructors. 
William C. Crippen, Principal, 
Miss Abbie E. Leonard, "^ 
Miss Mary L. Fullington, >- Assistants. 
Mrs. H. L. Story, 3 
Miss Lucia E. Belding, 
Mrs. Joel Allen, 
Teachers of Music. 
James B. Kent, 
Teacher of Penmanship. 
Mrs. B. F. Rattray, 
Teacher of Drawing and Painting. 

Hon. W. O. Heath, 

Lecturer on Usages of Vt. Courts. 

Joel Allen, M. D., 

Lecturer on Anatomy, Physiology and Hygiene. 

SUMMARY 0¥* ATTENDANCE FOR THE YEAR ENDING JULY 3,1877. 

i?«n T-^^^ I ^1*8* Quarter, 77. 
i^aiiierm, | Second Quarter, 62. 



Gw^^«« T-^..,*, I ^irst Quarter, 82. 
Spnng Term, J g^^ J ^^^^^ 3^ 



FOR THE YEAR ENDING JULY 3, 1878. 

First Quarter, 94. 
Second Quarter, 72. 
First Quarter, 101. 
Second Quarter, 37. 



Fall Term, 
Spring Term, 
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svmmjlKt of gradttatkb. 

First Course, 5. 
Second Course, 2. 
First Course, 7, 
Second Course, 4, 



FaU Term of 1876, 
Spring Term of 1877, 

Fall Term of 1«77 
Spring Term of 1878, 

Account of Scholarsbips. 



( First Course, 9. 
\ Second Course, 0, 
( First Course, 10. 
1 Second Course, 2. 
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The law enacted by the General Assembly of 1876 has been pro- 
ductive of benefit to the school, not only in giving it wider patronage, 
but in securing a better class of scholars. The cooperation of town 
superintendents in bringing the advantages of the school to the notice 
of teachers has been wrought and, as a result, the number of those 
desiring a scholarship has largely increased, the actual gain l>eing 57 
per cent, for the last two years. In the same time the number of 
graduates has increased 36^ per cent. 

The courses of study have been enlai^ed by the addition of Botany 
to the First Course and General History to the Second Course. 

At the close of the present term Miss Abbie E. Leonard, who for 
three years has ably filled the position of "First Assistant, resigns her 
situation. In losing her services the school sustains a loss not easily 
supplied. To her leaching power and unfiaging industry the school 
is lai^ely indebted for the measure of success it has attained. She 
will ever be held in grateful remembrance by her pupils. 

It is a source of congratulation to the friends of the Normal Schools 
that theu" distinctive advantages are coming to be more and more rec- 



Tbe influence of the graduates has been felt in furnishing a better 
class of pupils for normal school training. 

The common schools are the basis of our educational institutions. 
Better teachers and a better training of the children in the district 
schools will raise the standard of excellence in every higher institution 
of learning in the state. It seems to me that the aim of the normal 
schools ought to be solely directed to the accomplishment of this result 
Respectfblly submitted, 

WILLIAM C. CRIPPEN, Principal. 

Johnson, Vt., July 6, 1878. 
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Edward Conant, State Superintendent of Education : 

Dear Sir : — ^Allow me to submit the following report of the finances 
of the State Normal School at Johnson : 

VAiiUB OF School Property. 

(a) Grounds, $ 160 00 

(b) School buildings and famiture, ..... 5000 00 

(c) Apparatus, ........ 200 00 

(d) Library, 176 00 

Insurance. 

On building, . . . . $ 3000 00 

'^ Library, apparatus, &c., ...... 376 00 

Income. 

From Ck)imty Lands, (annually,) . . . $ 169 00 

Indebtedness. 

Amount of Debt, ........ $683 16 

Yearly Interest on Debt, at 6 per cent. . . . . 40 99 

State Appropriations. 

June 13, 1877, . $ 682 00 

December 18, 1877, . . . . 814 00 

June 6, 1878, ........ 784 00 

Amount Appli^ for Scholarships. 

December, 1870, . . . •♦• • • .$46800 

June 13, 1877, ........ 432 00 

December 18, 1877. ........ 664 00 

June 6, 1878, ........ 634 00 

For Other Purposes. 

June 13, 1877, for Teachers' Salaries, . . $ 260 00 

Dec. 18, 1877, " " " 260 00 

June 6, 1878, " " *« 260 00 

General Summary. 

Total amount from State Appropriations, .... $ 2,747 00 

Total amount applied on Scnolarships, ..... 1,998 00 

" Teachers* Salaries, ... 750 00 

There remains also in the hands of the Trustees $259.00 ; remain- 
ing balance of the unexpended fund drawn previous to the law of 
November 28, 1876. Respectfully submitted, 

I. L. PEARL, Sec. Board of Trustees. 

Johnson, July 5, 1878. 



THE BENNINGTON TRAINING SCHOOL. 

An Act to encourage the Training of Teachers for the Common 
Schools enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont, 
was approved by the Governor, Nov. 28, 1876. In accordance with 
the provisions of that act a Training Department was organized in 
connection with the Graded School of Bennington in February, 1877. 
An examination of a class offered for graduation, was made June 17 
and 18, 1878, by the examining committee, consisting of 

Edward Conant, Superintendent of Education. 

JuDAH Dana, Normal School Examiner. 

Isaac W. Dxjnham, Principal of Training School. 

The class consisted of seven young ladies, all of whom passed a 
satisfactory examination in the first course of study established for 
the Normal Schools of ±he State, and received licenses to teach in 
the Common Schools of the State for the period of five years. 

The report of the principal of this school is here appended. 
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To Edward Conant, State Superintendent : 

In accordance with your request, I take pleasure in submitting a 
report of such matters connected with the Training Class of Benning- 
ton Graded School, during the past year ending June 30, 1878, as 
seem to me of general interest : 

ORGANIZATION OF CLASS. 

The class was formed during the Spring Term of 1877. The 
pupils were admitted to the Training Class after having finished the 
course of study in our Grammar Department. In future it is pro- 
posed to have onlj'^ those who have completed the High School course, 
enter the Normal Class. 

COURSE OF STUDY. 

The first of the Normal School Courses was completed in one year, 
and was entirely of a professional character. The principles of object 
teaching were discussed and applied to the various branches taught 
in our public schools. Other methods of teaching the same, received 
attention. Each student took entire charge of a room containing 
primar}' pupils for a number of weeks. The experience thus gained 
was the most directly useful of any work of the year. The students 
through their deportment and the earnest spirit manifested in their 
work showed an appreciation of the true aim to be attained in their 
profession. 

Instructor — Isaac W. Dunham, Principal. 

NORMAL DEPARTMENT. 
Number different pupils in class .13 

ATTENDANCE FOB YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1878. 

1877. Fall Term, 16 weeks 10 

" Winter Term, 11 weeks ..10 

1878. Spring Term, 13 weeks 7 

THE TRAINING CLASS. 

In addition to my regular work in the Graded School, I have taken 
charge of the Training Class, and by a great amount of overwork I 
was enabled to present it for examination. Some of the members of 
the class were called to take charge of schools before completing the 
course. The work performed has to a certain extent met the demands 
of the schools in this section. All the graduates will be assigned 
positions at the commencement of the Fall term. 

The formation of a Training Class has proved a success. While ad- 
mitting that by the wisdom of the Legislature in establishing Training 
Schools for the preparation of teachers for their work a great end has 
been attained, a still greater benefit would arise by having one State 
School, well endowed, for superior instruction of teachers in the art 
of teaching and as a climax to our preparatory work. Let three . 
Training Schools be subsidary and as stepping stones to such an in- 
stitution. Respectfully submitted, 

ISAAC W. DUNHAM. 
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County examinations of Teachers have been held in several count- 
ies with the results shown below : 

Bennineton June, 1877, 4 persons licensed 

Ratland August, 1877, 8 persons licensed 

Windsor December, 1877, 9 persons licensed 

Washington May, 1877, 3 persons licensed 

Windham July, 1878, perso ns licensed 

- — ■ - ■■■—■ - — — ■ ■ ■ — -I -- II ■ I— I I. ■ »y — ■ .^ I ■ I .. .11 ■ » ■ ■ ^ . ■ I ■ - — 

An examination in Orange County is appointed for August, 1878. \ 
The effect of the law in accordance with which these examinations 
were held has so far been favorable to the progress of our schools. 



STATISTICS. 

Blanks have been furnished and statistics have been collected as the 
law requii'es. 

The lists of academies and of Graded Schools are not quite full, as 
the statistical part of this report was sent to press at an early day. 

A statistical report has been received from each town in the State 
for each of the last two years. It is believed that previous to 1877 
School reports were never received from all the towns in any year. 
The new century is well begun in this particular. 

Among the st^itistics for 1877 will be found "the amount of a nine 
cent tax on the grand list of the town," (without deduction for the 
expense of collecting) set next after the amount of "public money 
divided to the schools." From a comparison of the two columns it 
appears that one tenth of the towns in the State divided to the schools, 
of public or town money, a sum less than the amount of a nine cent 
tax on the grand list of the town, several divided the exact amount, 
and others a sum only a little larger than the amoui^t of a nine cent 
tax. 

But the law requires that a sum equal to the amount of a nine cent 
tax increased by one-half the income of the U. S. deposit money en- 
trusted to the town, be divided to the school districts annually. 

As the U. S. deposit money is divided among the towns in propor- 
tion to their population, and as at the last division it amounted to but 
a fraction over two dollars and two cents to an individual, one may 
find approximately the amount of the half income by multipl3ring the 
number of inhabitants of the town in 1870 by six one-hundredths. 
When this is done, and the result is added to the amount of a nine 
cent tax on the grand list of the town it will appear that a large pro- 
portion of the towns of the State fail to divide to the schools so large 
a sum of money as the law requires. Doubttess the deficiency is the 
result of oversight, not of design, nevertheless the poorer school dis- 
tricts are deprived by it of a part of their due. Whether or not leg- 
islation on this subject is needed deserves consideration. 

In the statistical tables for 1877 are shown the sums raised by tax 
on the grand list of the school districts and those raised by tax on the 
grand list of the towns for the support of schools in the several towns 
and in the colunm next following these is set the rate per cent of tax 
needed to be raised on the grand list .of the towns to produce the 
amount of the mentioned sums. An examination of this column 
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shows a great inequality of rate of taxation among the towns, vary- 
ing in Addison county from 7.12 per cent to 104.20 per cent on the 
grand list of the towns. And an examination of the tables will show 
that the highest school taxes are by no means alwaj^s found where the 
schools are the longest and the best, or, that there is no proper pro- 
portion between the rate of taxation and the quantity or quality of 
the schools. The same general fact is here found to exist that in the 
last report was shown to exist among the school districts in the sev- 
eral towns, viz. that in a large majority of cases the higher taxes are 
paid for the shorter and the poorer schools. 

But the State is one. The cause of Education is one. As one, the 
State lays its commands upon the towns requiring them to maintain 
schools. As one, ought not the State to contribute to the support of 
the schools? 

The children growing up in a town may all remain in the town whUe 
they live, and if it were certain they all would do so, and that no 
others would come to live in the town there would be much reason for 
urging that each town provide wholly for the education of its children. 
But the children reared in a town do not all remain in the town. Each 
contributes to the citizenship of man}- others. Each receives from 
many others. And so each has an interest in the educational facilit- 
ies of all, and all in the educational agencies of each. And all should 
contribute to the education of the children of all. 



A STATE SCHOOL TAX. 

The facts suggest as very desirable, and justify a State school tax 
to he paid into the State treasury, thence to be properly divided to 
the towns to be used by them for the support of schools. 

The encouragement bjought to the towns by the distribution of the 
avails of such a tax would be suflScient to secure in all cases a com- 
plete fulfillment of the requirements of the school law, and to secure 
a large increase of excellence in the schools, without necessitating 
any increase in the expense of schools for the State. 



STATISTICAL ITEMS. 

The following items from the statistical aggregates for 1878, are 
worthy of notice : 

Number of children between 5 and 20 years of age. . . .-. 92S31 

Number of children between 5 and 20 years of age attending the common schools. 71966 

Average daily attendance upon the common schools 48638 

Number of children between 5 and 20 years of age attending othey than the 

common schools 4796 

Number of children between 5 and 20 years of age attending apy school 75912 

Average number of weeks of school in the year 24.8 



» 
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COMPARISONS WITH REPORT FOR 1876. 

1. In the report for 1876 it was written " Not quite 77 per cent, 
of the children of school age are attending the common schools. 
The same is true for 1878. 

2. The average daily attendance repoi-ted in 1878 is more than 
68 per cent, of the number of children of school age attending the 
common schools. Here is a gain of 5 per cent. 

3. The average daily attendance is more than 52 per cent, of the 
number of children of school age in the State. Here is a gain of 4 
per cent. 

4. The number of children of school age attending the common 
schools is greater than was reported in 1876. 

5. But the number of children attending other than the common 
schools is less ; and 

6. The number of children attending school is less than was re- 
ported in 1876. 

7. The average length of school for the two years now reported 
is 24.60 weeks each year. The average length for the previous two 
years was 24.28 weeks. 

Here are signs favorable and unfavorable. The greater number 
are favorable if they represent a constant movement. They indicate 
that the common school is growing in power to hold the pupils who 
once enter it, and that the length of the schools is slowly increasing. 
They indicate further that reliance is coming to be more placed upon 
the common ^school as the public agency for the education of our 
youth, a sign healthful if only the standard of eftbrt in the conmion 
school is duly elevated. And this leads us to the 



QUESTION, 

By what means can we most economically increase the efficiency of 
the common schools ? A question worthy to be discussed ; for much 
as our schools have done and are doing, we can but acknowledge their 
want of eflSciency. 

Our youth are not sufficiently well trained in the most commonly 
taught branches of learning, and they are not generally introduced at 
all to the study of those elementary sciences of which a knowledge is 
needful alike to the farmer, the mechanic, the tradesman, the profes- 
sional man ; alike to the laborer and to the capitalist ; alike to male 
and to female, whatever their station or occupation. 

HIGH SCHOOLS. 

Our common schools are weak because we do not everywhere pro- 
vide for, in connection with them, and as a necessary part of our 
school system, a higher grade of schools. In other words our 
conmion schools are ineffective because high schools organically con- 
nected with the lower schools are not widely enough distributed. 

It is perhaps a sufficient proof of this statement, that our best pri- 
mary schools are found in oonndotion with higher schools. And sel- 
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doin does it fail to be true that the primary and intermediate schools 
are better or worse in proportion as the high school connected with 
them is better or worse. It is also found to be true that a public 
high school exerts a strong influence upon the common schools be- 
yond those immediately associated with it. 

It is a powerful educator of the people, not only through class-room 
work with the youth attending it, but through its buildings and 
grounds and their appurtenances, and most of all through the charac- 
ter of its instructors. It is a center of activity where educational 
problems are studied, where methods are examined and tried. It 
furnishes models for school work and at once teaches methods to the 
3'oung and justifies them to the old. 

Is the question, How can we secure better instruction and better 
discipline in the common schools ? or. How can we secure the intro- 
duction to them of new branches of study ? or. How can we elevate 
teaching to the rank of a profession? or. How can we raise the 
standard of our Normal Schools and increase the attendance in them ? 
or, How can we help forward the funding of the proper number of 
Academies ? or, How can we fill our Colleges and with better pre- 
pared students ? An answer ready, and true as far as it goes, is, by 
multiplying good free high schools. 

Not that the high school is either the foundation or the keystone of 
the educational arch. But it is an essential part. It is a necessary 
factor of that much desired product, a perfect common school system. 

He who is well provided with boots and a hat is not likely to spend 
much time discussing their comparative usefulness, ajid his sanity 
would be doubted should he attempt to show that either would serve 
for the other, or that one was in all respects vastly superior to the 
other. But if one having boots has no hat, he may well be excused 
for giving some thought to hats and to, — How to get a hat. And 
this illustrates the case of Vermont todaj'. We have our common 
schools for the lower departments estabhshed on a firm basis, but of 
higher common schools we have onl}^ here and there samples, which 
are as lights shining out on an evening fog, and revealing more as 
they shine more brightly, the great misty darkness. 

Having once asserted the need of more high schools it may be use- 
ful to consider what a high school properly is, because the propriety 
of high schools supported by taxation has of late been questioned. 
And it is observable that a large portion of what is oflered as ail- 
ment against high schools consists of criticism upon the instruments 
chosen, and upon the results of the use of those instruments in high 
schools, and not of reasons why high schools should not exist and be 
maintained by tax on the grand list. 

The high school here advocated is a school having power to attract 
and inspire and guide and control a class of young people older and 
more advanced than can be retained and properly cared for in the 
ungraded district school at its best estate. It can do this because of 
the ripe character and ample learning, of its teachers, because of free- 
dom from the presence of young children, and because it is fhmished 
with appliances helpful for giving instruction to advanced pupils. It 
is organically connected with the lower schools in that it is under the 
same general control, and in that admission to it is consequent upon 
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examination passed in specified portions of specified branches, which 
constitute if not the whole at least a part of a course of study for the 
schools below. 

To be a high school it must have a course of study to be pursued 
with the greatest attainable regularity by all its pupils. The course 
of study should include at least the advanced portions of the common 
school branches with elementary studies in the most useful of the 
higher English branches, and should extend through a period of not 
less than two years, of not less than thirty weeks each. This is a 
minimum to which may be added other studies or other courses 
according to the demands of patrons and the means of the community. 

A free high school having a capacity not less than the minimum 
just described, is needed in a lai^e number of towns now wanting 
anything like it, to promote the development of the common schools. 
The young children in the primary schools will receive better instruc- 
tion, and will feel the influence of higher and stronger motives to 
learning and good behavior because of this higher agency as truly as 
will the older ones in the high school itself. 

Our high school system which has been in force some thirty-five 
years and which has given to Vermont high schools that compare 
favorably with any in the country, while it allows any community 
large enough to support a high school to do so, is wanting in that it 
does not ofier assistance to communities needing th^ high school but 
scarcely able of themselves to support one. A modification of that 
system by the adoption of provisions similar to those of the Maine 
high school law is recommended. 

Having secured a State school tax, let a portion of it be set apart 
as a high school fund, from which let a sum up to a reasonable maxi- 
mum be paid to a town on condition that the town has maintained 
during the previous year such a high school as the Statute defines and 
has paid for the support of the school twice the sum to be drawn from 
the State Treasury. Let towns have power to place the different 
terms of the high school in different parts of the town if thought 
necessary. Let two or more towns be enabled to unite for the main- 
tenance of a high school. Let the towns have authority to agree with 
the trustees of an academy or with the prudential committee of any 
school district maintaining a high school to make such academy or 
high school the high school of the town. 

SCHOOL SUPERVISION, 

As exercised by our town superintendents is of great value and 
would be more useful if it were more complete. It is recommended 
that the school registers now sworn to by the district clerk before a 
justice be returned to the town superintendent for examination and 
approval. And that previous to drawing an}- part of the public money 
from the town treasury the proper oflScer of the school district be re- 
quired to show a certificate from the town superintendent declaring 
that the legal number of weeks of school has been taught in the dis- 
trict by a properly licensed teacher, and that the school register has 
been properly kept by the teacher, and properly filled out and re- 
tamed by the clerk. And it is recommended that to the causes for 
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which a teacher's certificate may be reToked. this be added, faOore to 
comply with the written requirements of the town saperintendent oon- 
ceming the organization and condnct of the school or of any exerdse 
connected therewith. 



TEXT BOOKb. 

The e\il of a want of uniformity of text-books in schools was 
cussed in the last report. The evil has not diminished during the two 
years succeeding. In that report three plans for the selection and re- 
commendation of text-books were suggested, but none was recom- 
mended. 

The first of those plans is now recommended for adoption. Stated 
more fully than in the last report, it is this : 

In towns using the town system, let the board of school directors 
for the year in which a selection of text-books is to be made, be a 
committee to select text-books for the schools of the town. In towns 
not using the town system let it be required that at the annual March 
meeting in 1879 and at the annual March meeting in every fifth (?) 
year thereafter two persons, inhabitants of the town, be chosen to 
act with the town superintendent as a committee on text-books. Let 
the text-book committee be required to make a selection of text-books 
for use in the schbols of the town between the first day of May and 
the first day of August, and to make report of their selection to the 
town clerk on or before the first da}' of August next following their 
election as text-book committee, which report the town clerk shaU 
put on record. The text-book committee shall also procure the 
printing and distribution through the town of their report during the 
month of August. The text-books so selected shall be the text-books 
to be used in the schools of the town for five ( ?) years banning 
with the first day of November next following the publication of the 
report. 

Let it be made the duty of the town superintendent to require the 
use of the selected text-books in the schools of the town, and af- 
ter the first week of any term subsequent to the first day of Novem- 
ber next following the publication of the report, let it be his duty to 
furnish the needed books from the selected list to any pupils not oth- 
erwise supplied, and at the expense of the town when necessary. 

Let towns be empowered to purchase and hold text-books for their 
schools when the citizens in legal town meeting warned for that pur- 
pose vote to do so. 

MORE STATISTICAL ITEMS. 

Entire cost of schools for the vear ending March 31 : 1875-$599,- 
498.03 ; 1876-$565,044.57 ; 1877-$540,613,88 ; 1878-^504,692.22. 

Average weekly cost of schools : 1875-$7.23 ; 1876-$6.97; 1877- 
$6.68; 1878-$6.57. 

Average wages per week including board of male teachers : 1876- 
$9.31; 1877-$8.63; 1878-$7.61. 

Average wages per week including board of female teachers : 1876- 
$5.62; 1877-85.89; 1878-$5.00. 
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Concerning this showing, several things may be said : 

1 . Economy in the management of schools is commendable. That 
schools cost less from year to year is, other things being equal, a 
cause for congratulation. 

2. It does not appear that our schools are diminishing in value. 
There is indeed reason to affirm the contrary, and to claim for our 
schools an increase in teaching power and in governing force. 

3. The reduction in the cost of schools and in the wages of teach- 
ers is not greater than the reduction in prices of other things. The 
purchasing power of money being taken into account, it does not ap- 
pear that teachers' wages have on the whole been reduced. 

4. But it needs to be borne in mind that teachers' wages have been 
and are very low ; so low that many of the best teachers leave our 
schools as soon as by experience they become qualified to do really 
good work. Some who would teach many more terms, to the great 
profit of our children and of the commonwealth, make haste to en- 
gage in other business which pays higher wages, and their best ser- 
vices as teachers are lost. Others who design to teach for a livelihood 
leave the State for fields offering a larger compensation. And so the 
service languishes, and schools are turned over semi-annually to un- 
trained beginners. 

Here is the essential weakness of our system. Teaching does not 
offer means for competent support to a sufficient number of persons 
to secure for us that body of educated and experienced men and 
women who by their professional labors and social influence can raise 
schools and school teachers to their proper places in the thought of 
the people. What is most needful to the permanent elevation of the 
schools is the employment of many more teachers who shall be worth 
all they cost at a higher rate of wages per week and for more weeks 
in the year. Such a result is possible without increasing the cost of 
the schools of the State. It cannot be accompHshed by legislation, 
though it may be aided by legislation. It can be done by the people 
and by them alone. 

Toward the accomplishment of such a result, every citizen can con- 
tribute. Could the efforts of the learned professions and of the 
press, of educational institutions and of individual teachers, of all 
citizens who have attempted to estimate their debt to the schools of * 
the past and of the present, and all who seek prosperity for their own 
and for others, children, for a few short months be directed to the 
solution of the question. What modifications of our present school 
laws and usages are desirable ? changes might be affected resulting 
in furnishing schools of three or four-fold the value of what we now 
have, without adding a dollar to the cost of them. 

It is marvelous that men who so rouse themselves and gather by the 
thousand to determine the candidacy of this or that eminent citizen 
for an executive or legislative office of two years duration, can be 
induced to give so little attention to the preparation of candidates, 
and of citizens who shall select candidates, and who shall develop 
and cause to be executed the policies of the times to come. We do 
well to interest ourselves deeply in the choice of men to serve society 
in places of honor and trust, how much more ought we to labor for 
the preservation and elevation of society itself. 

3 
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A COURSE OF STUDY. 

A course of study for our common schools has been advocated in 
several previous reports. The need of it will not be discussed here. 
A course was prepared for insertion in the last issued school register 
and may be found on the third page of the cover of the register. 
The same is found on page 52 of the Appendix to this report. The 
origin of the course and the use for which it is intended are there 
indicated. Critics are invited to remember that a course of study set 
forth as that is must contain all the subjects required by law to be 
taught in the common schools, that it cannot directly contain any 
others, and that it must be adapted to the time during which a child 
of average opportunities maybe expected to attend school. 

The attention of town superiutendents, school committees and 
teachers is invited to this course of stud}' with confidence that a com- 
parison of it with the work actual and possible in our schools will 
help them to wiser efforts and to better results. 



MODIFICATIONS OF THE SCHOOL LAW AS FOLLOWS 

ARE RECOMMENDED. 

I. That the Superintendent of Education be allowed in his judg- 
ment to substitute educational meetings of a day and evening for 
Teacher's Institutes. (See page 5.) 

II. That teachers attending a Teachers' Institute held in the coun- 
ty where they are teaching during term time be allowed to draw pay 
for the time spent at the Institute, as for time spent in teaching. 
(See page 5.) 

III. That school districts draw public money from the town treas- 
ury only upon the certificate of the town superintendent that they 
have complied with the law. (See page 23.) 

IV. That the power of the town superintendents to revoke teach- 
er's certificates be extended. (See page 24.) 

V. That town committees for selecting and recommending school 
text-books be provided for. (See page 24.) 

VI. That town superintendents be required to procure the intro- 
duction of the recommended text-books. (See page 24.) 

VII. That towns voting to do so be authorized to purchase and 
hold text-books for use in their schools. (See page 24.) 

VIII. That a State school tax be laid, collected and paid into the 
State treasury and thence be divided to the towns to be used by them 
for the support of schools. (See page 20.) 

IX. That a portion of such State school tax be set apart and used 
to assist the towns to support high schools. (See page 23.) 

X. That the time of continuance for the Normal Schools be ex- 
tended not less than twenty years, and that further direct appropria- 
tions be made to them. (See page 7.) 

Respectfully submitted, 

EDWARD CONANT, 

State Superintendent of Education. 



aff^>f©ix. 



NOTE. 



In the statistics for 1877, two items not derived from the reports 
of the Town Superintendents are given, viz., the amount of a nine 
cent tax on the grand list of each town, and the rate of tax sufficient 
to raise a sum on the grand list of the towns equal to the sums raised 
by tax on the grand list of the school districts and the tax raised for 
school purposes on the grand list of the town. 

The reckonings were made on the grand list of 1876 as reported by 
the Grand List Committee and printed in the volume of the Laws of 
Vermont for 1876. 



FROM THE ANNUAL REPORTS OF TOWN SUPERINTEND- 
ENTS FOB THE YEARS ENDING MARCH 31, 1877 

AND MARCH 31, 1878. 



Number of school districts 

Number of fractional districts 

Number of towns using the town system 

Number of common sdiools 

Number of families * 

Number of children between 5 and 20 years of age 

Number of children between 5 and 20 years of age at- 
tending the common schools 

Number of children attending the common schools 

Average daily attendance upon the common schools 

Number of children between 5 and 20 years of age at- 
tending other than the common schools 

Number of children between 5 and 20 years of age at- 
tending anv school 

Amount of public money divide^ to the schools 

Amount of a nine cent tax on the grand list of the towns, 

Amount of taxes assessed on the grand list of the districts, 

Amount of taxes assessed on the grand list of the towns, 

Rate of tax on the grand list of the State sufficient to 
raise the two sums last given. 

Amount of teachers' wages, including board 

Cost of fuel and incidentals 

Cost of building and repairs 

Entire cost of schools 

Average weekly cost of schools 

Average yearlv cost of schooling per scholar of all schol- 
ars attending school 

Average cost of schooling per scholar of tiie average daily 
attendance on the scnools. . . ! ". 

Average wages per week, including board, of male 
tochers 

Average wages per week, including board, of female 
teachers ^ 

Average number of weeks of school in the year 

Number of teachers who have attended a yermont Nor- 
mal School 

Number of visits to schools by Town Superintendents 

Number of visits by prudential committee men 

Number of Town Superintendents in favor of the town 
system of schools 

Number of Town Superintendents in favor of one Normal 
School 

Number of Town Superintendents in favor of several Nor- 
mal Schools 

Number of sdiool districts foiling to file their school reg- 
isters 

Number of sdiool districts employing teachers having no 
certificates 
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A TABLE OF THE TOWNS IN WHICH TEACHERS' INSTI- 
TUTES HAVE BEEN HELD SINCE 1867, WITH THE 
YEAR OF THE SAME. 
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A COURSE OF STUDY FOR THE COMMON SCHOOLS. 



EIGHTH CLASS. Time, one yeak. 

Reading and Spelling.— RcAd through the First Reader, and spell all the ivoi'ds buth by sound 
aud by letter. Question much on what is read. 

Writing and Dtatcing ,r-HeQu\re tiie children to print (or write in script) iu small letters on 
blackboard aud on slate all the words read, to make the Arabic figures, to draw straigbt-liued 
ligures. 

Language.— Correct errors, have conversations on the form, size, color, weight, Jtc, of familiar 
objects. 

Numbers.— Count fVom 1 to 100. 

SEVENTH CLASS. Time, one year. 

Heading and Spelling.— Second Reader. Spell all words, Insist on clear euunclatiou, questiuu 
freely. 

Writing and Drawing .—Vrlni capitals, write small script. Stralght-liued figures aud simple 
curves drawn, named aud described. 

Language.— Correct errors, have couversatious on plants, minerals and animals, have verses 
aud maxims committed to memory. 

Jf umbers. —One-ha.lt' of First Lessons in Arithmetic. 

SIXTH CLASS. Time, one and one-half yeabs. 

Reading and Spelling .—TlxVrd Reader. Spell all new words, question abundantly. 
WiHting and Drawing.— Write capitals and sentences. Draw from patterns placed at a distance. 
Languaae —Written reproductions of storiea titld or read by the teacher or class. Select the 
nouns and verbs f^om the reading lessons. Form sentences, having a few words given. 
Numbers.— Finish the First Lessons iu Arithmetic. 
Geography. -First Lessons, one-half, with oral Instruction aud map-drawing. 

FIFTH CLASS. Time, one and one-half yeabs. 

Reading and Spelling.— Fourth Reader, first half. Speller, first fourth, with spelling from 
reading lessons. 

Writing and Drawing.— Copy Books. Drawing Books. Blackboard Exercises. 

Language —The parts of speech selected and written from the reading lessons. Sentences con- 
structed and classified. 

JViumftfr*.— Elementary Arithmetic, one-half. 

Geography. -First Lessons, finished, with map-drawing and oral instruction. 

FOURTH CLASS. Time, two years. 

Reading and Spelling.— Fourth Reader finished. Speller to middle, with spelling from reading 
lessons aud trom the geography. 

Writing and Drawing.— Copy Books. Drawing Books. Blackboard Exercises. • 

Zanoua^e.— Introductory Grammar, with analysis and parsing. Writing of abstracts aud de- 
scriptions. 

JVum6«r5.— Elementary Arithmetic, finished. 

Oeography.-Yermont^ with review of First Lessons, and map-drawing, 

THIRD CLASS. Time, one year. 

Reading and Spelling.— Tvro of Shakespeare's Plays, or Fifth Reader. The third fourth of the 
Speller, with spelling from the reading and other lessons. 

Writing and Drawing.— Copy Books. Drawing Books. Blackboard £xei*clses. 

/«angrua^e.— Introductory Grammar, with analysis aud parsing. Letter Writing and Punctu- 
ation. 

Numbers.— Common School Arithmetic, first third, with lessous l^om Intellectual Arithmetic. 

&60grrap/iy.— Intermediate, first half, with map-drawing. 

i/M<ory.— Vermont. 

SECOND CLASS. Time, one year. 

Reading and Spelling.— ShHke6pea.re''B Plays, or Fifth Reader. Speller last part, with spelling 
flroni other lessons. 

Writing and Drawing .—Copy Books. Drawing Books. Blackboard Exercises. 

Xan^tia^e.— Analysis and parsing, with review of Grammar. 

Numbers.— Common School Arithmetic, second tliird, with large practice in writing notes, bills, 
and other commercial papers. 

Qeography.—lntermedl9Xe^ last half, with map-drawing. 

History .—United States. 

FIRST CLASS. Time, one year. 

Reading and jSfpe//tn^.— Shakespeare's Plays, or Sixth Reader. Spelling, ftom various lessons. 

Writing and Drawing .—Copy Books. Drawing Books. Blackboard Exercises. 

Language. — Analysis aud parsing, with review of Grammar. 

NunU>er s.—Commou School Arithmetic, last part, and lessous from Intellectual Arithmetic. 

Geography.— VhyslcaX. and review of Intermediate. 

Coiutitutions.— Text of the Constitutions of the Uuited States and of Vermont. 

Tliis is tlie course of study, with some modifications, prepared for and used in tlie town of Hart- 
ford. It is presented to town superintendents as an outline to be by them adapted to the condi- 
tion of schools for which uo course of study has been provided aud established. 
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THE COURSES OF STUDY OF THE NORMAL SCHOOL AT 

RANDOLPH. 



Each course extends through three terms, &6 follows : 

THE FIRST COURSE.— FmsT Term. 



Ist-Quarter..' 

{ 


Arithmetic. 


Vermont, 

and 

Free Hand Drawing. 


Grammar 

with 

Paraphrasing. 


Reading 

with 
Spelling. 


2d Quarter.. < 


[Book Keep- 
ing and 
I Arithmetic. 


Geography Grammar 

and with 

Map-Drawing. Composition. 

Second Term. 


Reading 

with 
Spelling. 


( 
let Quarter..' 


Aritlinietlc. 


Physiology History 
and of the 
Free Hand Drawing. United States. 


Reading 

with 
Spelling. 


( 
2d Quarter. . < 

( 


[Book Keep- 
ing and 
: Aritlimetic. 


Elements of Botany f* History of U. States 
and of and 
Mineralogy. Political Economy. 

Third Term. 


Grammar 

with 

Composition. 


Ist Quarter.. • 


Arithmetic. 


The Constitutions 
Geography. of the 

U. S. and Vermont. 


Beading 

and 

Grammar. 


2d Quarter. .- 


-Review of Co 
Ti 


urse. 

IE SECOND COURSE.--F1R8T TKR.M. 




( 
1st Quarter.. < 

( 


Algebra. 


Rhetoric. 


Thomson^s Seasons. 


Natural 
Philosophy. 


2d Quarter.. 


1 Algebra. 


Rlietoric. 


Thomson^s Seasons. 


Botany. 






Second Term. 




< 
Ist Quarter..' 


Algebra. 


Geometry. 


Bacon's Essays. 


Optional. 


2d Quarter.. 


} Geometry. 


• 

Pliysical Geography. 


Bacon's Essays. 


Optional. 






Third Term. 


• 


1st Quarter.. 


j Geometry. 


Methods. 


English Literature. 


Psj'cliology. 


2d Quarter.. 


} Reviews. 


Reviews. 


English Literature. 


Moral 
Philosophy. 



Optional Studies.— Astronomy, Chemistry, Geology, Zoology. Surveying, Evidences of 
Christianity, Ancient and Modern History. Gymnastics is taught in connection with Reading. 
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EXAMINATION QUESTIONS. 



ARITHMETIC. 



1. Separate 60 and 72 into their prime factors, and show what 
factors compose the least common multiple, and the greatest common 
divisor of the two numbers. 

2. Define cancellation and state the principle upon which it de- 
pends. State the difference between true and bank discount. 

3. A sells goods at a gain of 20 per cent, for $1500, and takes m 
payment a 90 day note for the same sum. If he has the note dis- 
counted on the same at 6 per cent, what does he gain by the whole 
transaction ? 

4. A can cut a cord of wood in 3-4 of a day, B in 2-3 of a day, C 
can cut per day 1-2 as much as both A and B. In what time can all 
three cut 4 cords ? 

5. What per cent, of the square root of 39.69 is 373.248? 

6. In 1 lb. av. how many grams? 

7. What must be the asking price of a watch costing $120, that I 
may deduct 10 per cent, and still gain 15 per cent. ? 

8. In one day A bought of B. 6 bbls. of apples at $2 per bbl., 7 
bbls. flour at $6 per bbl., 175 lbs. of cheese at 13 cts. per lb., and 
1049 lbs. of butter at 29 cts. per lb. He also bought of C 457 lbs. 
of beef at 7 cts. per lb., 1246 lbs. of pork at 10 cts. per lb., 400 
bushels of beans at $2 per bushel, and 50 bushels of potatoes at 30 
cts. per bushel. He also sold to D 2 lbs. of tea at $1 per lb., 2 1-2 
lbs. of coffee at 44 cts. per lb., 1 pair of boots at $4.50, 1 hat at $2. 
Make the proper entries of these transactions for A's day book. 



1. Set down and name the signs made use of in Arithmetic. 

2. Give the value of each of the following: meter, square meter, 
arc, cubic meter, liter, stere, gram. 

3. Define insurance, polic}^, base, premium, principal, rate, 
amount, annual interest. 

4. Define bank, promissory note, face of a note, days of grace, 
bank discount, bank stock, proceeds of a note. 

5; Write the portion of the Vermont rule for casting interest that 
is equivalent to the U. S. Court rule. 

6. Draw, name and describe each of the six quadrilateral plane 
figures. 

Give the entire solution for each of the following : 

7. Solve : first using proportion, and second by analysis without 
proportion : If 18 men can (fig a trench 30 yards long in 24 days, by 
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working 8 hours a day, how many will dig a trench 60 yards long in 
64 days, working 6 hours a day? 

8. How much must be paid for $5000, U. S. 10-40's, at 110 and 
brokerage at 1-4 per cent. ? 

9. What are the contents of a plank 22 feet long, and 3 1-2 inches 
thick, the width of the ends being 16 and 20 inches respectively? 

10. If you should, on June 20th, buy a note dated January 20th, 
drawn for $40, on 8 months, what should you pay for it, money be- 
ing worth 2 per cent, a month ? 



(W. E. Howard, Castleton.) 

1. Add together 23.6, 34.85, and 80.9 ; also add together 1 yd. 
2 ft. 8 in., and 2 ft. 6 in. ; and in each example explain the reason 
for carrying. 

2. Explain and demonstrate the rule for cube root ; and illustrate 
by the work for 3)12,812,904. 

2j- , 5^ , 0.000X2200 ^ ^ 
^' 3^ "^ 6 "^ 0.66X0.2 ~" • 

4. Name and define the different kinds of fractions ; also explain 
by examples, addition, subtraction, multiplication and division of 
fractions. 

5. Find the greatest common divisor of 238 and 553, and give 
the reasoning. 

6. What sum put at interest at 7 3-10 per cent, per annum will 
amount in 3 years and 4 months to $2,500? 

7. Write the different cases of percentage and give the rule for 
each. 

8. What is the length of rope that must be tied to a horse's neck 
that he may feed over an acre ? 

9. There is a circular island three miles in diameter; how many 
acres does it contain ? 

10. How m&ny grammes of distilled water in a rectangular box 
0.2 meters long, 5 centimeters wide, and 50 millimeters deep? 



June, 1878. 

1. 12378956784213.45678900987651. Write the number above, 
pointing off into penods both the- entire part and the decimal part. 
Express in words the same number. 

2. Define sum, remainder, multiplier, divisor, multiple, factor, 
common factor, common divisor, common multiple, fraction. 

-^ X ^ 
33 ^ 11 60 ^ 3 

3. Find the value of 



21 X .0001 ' _14^ _ e_ 
7 30 15 
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4. What mast be the height of a range of wood which is 25 me- 
ters long, 1.12 meters wide, to contain 35 steres? 

5. Prove that in a proportion the product of the extremes is 
equal to the product of the means. 

6. Name the things required to find (a) the interest, (b) the 
principal, (c) the time, (d) the rate, (e) the amount. 

7. Define product, power, factor, root. Write the rule for the 
extraction of the square root. 

8. The hypotenuse of a right angled triangle is 25 meters, the 
perpendicular is 20. Find the length of the base, and the area. 

9. The first term of an arithmetical series is 6, the second term 9, 
the number of terms is 11. What is the sum of the series. 

10. What must be given to find the sum term of a geometrical 
series ? What to find the number of terms ? 



GRAMMAR. 

(California School Report, 1875.) 

1 . Name four different wa^'s in which the nominative case may be 
used. Give examples of each. 

2. What cases of simple personal pronouns ar» changed to form 
the compound personal pronouns ? How does the declension of the 
compound pronoun differ from that of the simple pronoun ? 

3. What is the adjective form of the verb, the noun form? 

4. What is an attiibute, and what parts of speech may be use<l 
as attributes? 

5. How does the perfect participle used without auxiliaries differ 
from the same used with auxiliaries ? 

6. To what class of verbs does voice belong? Of what is the pro- 
gressive form of verbs composed, of what the passive voice? 

7. Correct the following sentences, and state the reason : 

(a.) Neither of those men seem to have any idea that their 

opinions may be wrong, 
(b.) He dare not do it. 
(c.) Either thou or I are greatly mistaken, 
(d.) I suppose it to be he. 

8. Parse the italicised words : 

Me oft has fancy, ludicrous and tciYd, 
Soothed with a waking dream of houses, towers. 
Trees, churches, and strange visages, expressed 
In the red cinders, while with^poring eye 
I gazed, myself creating what I saw. 

9. Analyze the following: True gentleness is a native feeling 
tened and improved by principle. 
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10. Correct and punctuate the following : A royalist a republican 
a catholic and a patron of the synagogue a subaltern and a sovereign 
a christian and an infidel he was through all his vicissitudes the same 
stem and inflexible original. 



(Ohio School Report, 1875.) 

1. Define Orthographic and Phonic spelling. 

2. Are proper names used in the plural number? 

3. Before the names of which letters of the alphabet is the article 
" an " used? Why used? 

4. Explain the uses of " mine " and " thine." 

5. Give a complete form for parsing an adjective, a verb, a rela- 
tive pronoun. 

6. By what do you recognize the potential mode? 

7. Give an example of a verb in the imperative mode, third 
person. 

Parse the words in small capitals : 

8. I will try what good there be in this. 

9. See the sole bliss heaven could on all bestow, 
Which who but feels can taste, but thinks can know : 

10.- Yet poor with fortune, and with learning blind. 

The BAD but miss, the good, untaught, will find. 



(Selected.) 

1. Write a sentence or paragraph in which the subject shall be 
modified by an adjective element (or phrase) consisting of at least 
two words ; and in which the predicate shall consist of a verb in the 
passive voice, modified by an adverbial element (or phrase) of at 
least three words. Indicate in order the part of speech of each word 
used in the paragraph. 

2. This is the same as that. Parse the words in italic. 

3. (a.) Analyze : 

" Few and short were the words we said. 

And we spoke not a word of sorrow. 
But silently gazed on the face of the dead. 
And we bitterly thought of the morrow." 
Express the above carefully in prose, and avoid all errors in 
arrangement. 

(6.) Express the foUowing in several different ways : The boy 
had been called. He came at once. 

(c.) Also the following: We are passing an examination. We 
hope to be successful. K successful, we shall be admitted. 
8 
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4. Classify the italic elements in the following sentences, telling 
which are objective, which adjectival, which adverbial, and to what 
word each belongs, as its modifier : 

(a. ) That fearful moment when he left the cave, my heart grew cMll. 

(6.) A people whom I have not known shall serve me. 

(c.) I must pause till it come bcLck to me. 

(d.) He little knew how much he wronged her. 

(e.) The earlier you rise the heU& you will bear study. 

(/.) They never fail who die in a just cause. 

{g.) He loves to be diligent in study. 

5. Define " pronoun," *' adjective," " preposition," ** adverb," 
and " interjection," and illustrate each in sentences, specifying which 
are pronouns, adjectives, etc. 

Designate the parts of speech in the following: "The morning 
stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy." 

6. (a.) Give the opposite gender of the following and mark each 
as masculine or feminine : Count, aunt, ewe, nun, abbot, hero, hind, 
marquis. 

(6.) The opposite number of the following, if subject to change : 
Hoe, lathe, ice, staff. 

7. State the different classes of pronouns, and give two under 
each. Give the signs of the tenses used in the indicative mood. 

8. Synopsize the verb '* walk" through all the moods and tenses. 

9. Give the simple, emphatic, and progressive forms of the verb 
" give" in the present, indicative, first, singular, active. 

10. (a.) What is the sign of the infinitive, and when is it gen- 
erally omitted ? 

(6.) Parts of buy, catch, bid, drink, see, lie (to recline), draw, 
ride, slay, rid. 



(Windsor County Examination, 1877.) 

1. "Softly the Angelus sounded, and over the roofs of the village 

Columns of pale blue smoke, like clouds of incense ascending. 

Rose from a hundred hearths, the homes of peace and content- 
ment." 

Give the subject of sounded and rose; give the construction of 
softly^ pale^ blue^ smoke^ like^ clouds^ ascending and homes. 

Point out two conjunctions and tell what tiiey connect ; point out 
two prepositions in the first line and tell what they connect. 

If the adjuncts " of incense " and " from a hundred hearths " were 
disposed of as single words, what part of speech would each be and 
what would each modify ? 

Give the parts of the verbs, tell whether they are regular or irreg- 
ular, transitive or intransitive, and why. 
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2. " When my eyes shall be turned to behold for the last time the 
sun in heaven, may I not see hun shining on the broken and dishon- 
ored fragments of a once glorious union." 

What does when connect? Point out three verbs and tell the tense, 
voice and mood of each. Give the construction of once and last. 
Point out two pronouns, tell their person, number and case. Give 
the antecedent of him and the gender, and why. 

3. ^^ We are taught by great actions, that the universe is the 
property of every individual in it." "An act of truth or heroism 
seems at once to draw to itself the sky as its temple, the sun as its 
candle." 

Rewrite the first six words, expressing what is understood, chang- 
ing the voice of the verb taught. Give the construction of thai. 
How many objects does the verb teach take in the active and how 
many in the passive voice? Draw a line under the word or words 
forming the object in this case. 

Rewrite the first six words of the second sentence and use adjec- 
tives connoted by or instead of prepositional phrases. Give the 
construction of as and temple. 

4. Write a sentence containing an adjective, a noun in the plural, 
a relative pronoun, a verb in the passive voice and an adverb. 

5. Write a sentence containing a noun in apposition with another 
noun, a proper adjective, a verb in the subjunctive mood, a participle 
and a definite article. 

6- Write a short exercise which shall require the use of the comma, 
the semicolon, the period, the exclamation point and quotation marks. 
Include in the exercise the name of a person, the name of a river, a 
date and a title of honor. 

7- Correct the following sentences if incorrect : The union of the 
Alleghany & Monongahela rivers form the ohio. He declared that 
the prospect was fairer and finer than any he ever looked upon. The 
gentleman thinks you and I less competent than he. There are many 
persons which have few faults and no virtues. 

8. Make a list of American authors with the name of some book 
or piece which each has written. 

Give the name of the writers by whom the selections given for 
parsing were composed. 

The answer to these questions may cancel according to its merit 
from one to ten per cent, of failure in regular questions. 



\ 



GEOGRAPHY. 

(California School Report, 1875.) 

1. Name three mountain ranges of South America, and the three 
largest rivers. 

2. Give the causes of! the climate of Mexico ; the characteristics 
of the people. 
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3. Name the principal rivers, cities and exports of the United 
States. 

4. What are the leading productions of California ? What the sit- 
uation of the mountain ranges and largest rivers of California? 

5. What are the characteristics of the climate and surface of Hol- 
land and Denmark ? What are the principal occupations of the people ? 

6. Give the largeSt cities of England, Scotland and Ireland. 
Name the leading manufactures of each country, and state the differ- 
ences among the peoples. 

7. In what continents does Turkey lie? What is the largest 
city ? What is the religion of the dominant race ? 

8. Name the principal mountains and rivers of France. What is 
the government of France at present? 

9. By what seas is Italy nearly surrounded? What is the capital? 
What mountains extend through it? Describe the scenery of the 
country. 

10. Name the seas which border Asia, the peninsulas about it, 
and the mountain chains within it. 



(Washington County Examination, 1878.) 

1. Draw a map of Vermont, locating the shire town in each 
county. . 

2. What and where are the educational, charitable and penal in- 
stitutions of Vermont? 

3. Name the three most popular cities of the world and state the 
rank of New York city. 

4. Name the islands, countries and states bordering the Gulf of 
Mexico ? 

5. Name the countries (of Africa, Europe, North and South 
America,) that border the Atlantic Ocean. 

6. Draw a map of the Mediterranean Sea, naming in order the 
countries bordering upon it. 

7. What and where is Sierra Leone, by whom peopled, and what 
is its capital ? 

8. Compare the mountain systems of North and South America, 

9 . Describe the trade winds. 

10. Draw and describe the geographical circles of the world. 
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UNITED STATES HISTORY. 

(Ohio School Report, 1875.) 

1. Give an account of the English discoveries in America previ- 
ous to the settlement of Jamestown. 

2. What route was generally used by early navigators from Eu- 
rope to America ? ^ 

3. What was the attitude of the Virginia colonists towards the 
government of Oliver Cromwell? 

4. In what wars were the colonists involved prior to the American 
Revolution? 

5. What were the terms of the treaty that terminated the French 
and Indian war? 

6. What territory has been acquired by the United States since 
the Revolutionary War? 

7. What states have been formed from the territory formerly 
claimed by Virginia? 

8. Name some of the political events most important in the his- 
tory of the United States. 

9. What was the condition of political parties at the presidential 
election of 186T)? 

10. What new states have been admitted to the Union since Bu- 
chanan's administration ? 



(California School Report, 1875.) 

1. Name three Spanish settlements in America; three English 
settlements ; three French settlements ; one Swedish settlement. 

2. Name five colonies that were settled on account of religious 
persecution. Where and by whom was each settled ? 

3. What was the Boston Port Bill? Why was it passed? 

4. Give an account- of nullification in South Carolina. 

5. Give an account of President Jackson's and President Tyler's 
action regarding the United States Bank. 

6. What were the causes of the Mexican War? How long did it 
last? During whose administration was it? What were the terms of 
the treaty by which it was ended ? 

7. Name the states that passed the ordinance of secession. 

8. Give a statement of the action of England during the war of 
secession ; of France ; of Russia. 

9. What dififtculties have arisen between the United States and 
England, France and Spain since 1789. 
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10. Name four inventions of great importance made by Ameri- 
cans during the past century. Name three of the greatest states- 
men : three of the most celebrated American authors. 



(W. C. Crippen, Johnson.) 

1 . What led to difficulties between the French and English con- 
cerning tracts of land in North America? 

2. What has been the policy of the government toward the In- 
dians in the United States ? What is the provision in the Constitu- 
tion in regard to the Indians ? 

3. Give the origin, progress and result of slavery in- the United 

States. 

4. Give an account of the " Hartford Convention," held during 
the war of 1812. 

.5 In what war was the American navy most successful? 

6. Name the Presidents who have been military commanders. 
Name those who, having served one term, have been re-elected. 

7. Give an account of Aaron Burr, Alexander Hamilton, Robert 
Morris, Benedict Arnold. 

8. Where and when was the first college founded in the United 
States, and why did it receive the name it now bears ? 

9. Who were the American generals most famous in the Mexican 
war? What were the terms of the treaty which closed the war? 
What States and Territories have been formed from the territory ac- 
quired then? 

10. State the fundamental differences in belief of the two great 
political parties of the present day. 



1. Give an account of Roger Williams, and of the principles he 
maintained. 

2. Give an account Of the Salem witchcraft. 

3. Give an account of the settlement of Connecticut. 

4. Describe the explorations of Samuel Champlain. 

5. What portions of the interior of North America were first ex- 
plored by the French ? Name three inland towns of the United States 
first settled by the French. 

6. Describe the battle in which Tecumseh was slain, and name 
the American officers engaged in that battle who became, one Presi- 
dent and the other Vice-President of the United States. 

7. When and where was the first railroad in the United States? 

8. Write an account of the cotton gin and of its influence in the 
United States. 
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9. Name the important battles of the war between the United 
States and Mexico. 

10. Name the important battles of the war of the Rebellion in 
which the Vermont troops were engaged. 



THE CONSTITUTIONS. 

1. Who is president of the United States Senate? When may he 
vote? 

2. Name the branches of the United States government. Name 
the executive departments. 

3. In how many ways may a bill introduced into Congress become 
a law ? 

4. What powers are denied to the states? 

5. What qualifications are necessary for president of the United 
States? for United States senator? for representative? 

6. In what does treason against the United States consist? What 
testimony is necessary for conviction of treason ? 

7. In what cases has the supreme court of the United States orig- 
inal jurisdiction? « 

8. Who is president of the Vermont Senate? 

9. By whom are the justices of the peace elected? By what rule 
is the number determined ? 

10. Name the principal courts of Vermont. 



CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
(Ohio School Report, 1875.) 

1. Name and describe the three forms of colonial government. 

2. What attempts were made to unite the colonies before the first 
Continental Congress? 

3. What were the most prominent defects in the Articles of Con- 
federation? 

4. How may an alien become a citizen of the United States ? 

5. What restrictions are placed upon the power of Congress? 

6. Name the departments that have been established for the pur- 
pose of aiding the President in discharging his duties as Chief Ex- 
ecutive ? 

7. What territorial officers are appointed by the President? 

8. Describe the manner of electing the President of the United 
States. 
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(Ohio School Report, 1876.) 

1. Name and describe the three forms of colonial government. 

2. What departments of government are provided for in the Con- 
stitution of the United States? 

3. How are senators and representatives to Congress chosen? 

4. How are impeachments conducted under the Constitution? 
Who may be impeached ? 

5. Name five of the most important powers conferred on Congress 
by the Constitution. 

6. What course must a bill take before it can become a law? 

7. What restrictions are placed upon the power of Congress and 
of the States ? 

8. What is meant by original and appell^ jurisdiction as ap- 
plied to United States Courts? 

9. What are the leading provisions of the last three amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States ? 

10. How is a territory of the United States governed? How may 
it become a member of tiie Union ? 



VERMONT. 

1. The four highest mountains are what, where, how high? 

2. Name the towns having colleges and those having Normal 
Schools. 

3. Name the counties constituting the first Congressional District 
and the second Congressional District. 

4. Which counties contain each two probate districts? 

5. By whom is a sheriff elected and what are his duties? 

6. Of what is the Supreme Court of Vermont composed, and 
how are the judges elected? 

7. Of what is the County Court composed? 

8. What are the duties of the grand jury, the petit jury, and of 
the town grand juror? 

9. By what is' the Town Superintendent paid for his services? 

10. What are the duties of a Prudential Committee of a school 
district? 



READING. 
(California School Report, 1875.) 

1. What do you understand by monotone? when is it to be used? 

2. What is the difference between accent and emphasis? what is 
the use of emphasis ? 
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3. What is pitch ? what general rules may be given in regard to it ? 

4. What are poetic pauses ? when do they occur ? what is their use ? 

5. In the following, indicate the poetic pauses and the proper in- 
flections : 

The doves have flown to the sheltering eaves, 
And the nests are dark with the drooping leaves ; 
Twilight gathers and day is done. 
How hast thou spent it, restless one ? 



ORTHOGRAPHY. 

(Ohio School Report, 1875.) 

1. Define accent. In the dictionaries how is the primary distin- 
guished from the secondary accent? 

2. What is syllabication ? Of what use ? 

3. Name the consonants that may be doubled at the end of a 
word. 

4. Write the present participles of tie, dye, and derivatives of 
icy, mercy. 

5. Give the rule applicable to the derivatives formed from icy. 

6. Why is k inserted in trafficking? 

7. Give the rules for the formation of the plural of nouns. 

8. Give the rules for the formation of the possessive of nouns. 

9. Write five words for which different modes of spelling are 
authorized, giving the several modes of each. 

10. Give a rule or rules for writing compound words. 



PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY. 

1. What is magnetic declination? how caused? 

2. What are the grand terrestrial contrasts ? 

3. Describe the common features of continental relief. 
4: Describe the structure of High Europe. 

5. Write the first four laws of relief. 

6. Describe the erosive action of rivers in the diflerent parts of 
their courses. 

7. Concerning the distribution of temperature, give the general 
laws and causes of variation. 

8. What is the character of the storms known as hurricanes ? 

9. What is the function of the plant in the economy of nature ? 

10. What is the general law of the development of life in nature ? 
9 



66 Yermomt School Rbpobt. 

PHYSIOLOGY. 
(Califobnia School Repobt, 1875.) 

1. Describe the skull. 

2. What is the diaphgram ? Describe it. 

3. Why are some of the muscles voluntary and some involuntary 
in their action? 

4. Describe the stomach. What change does the food undergo 
while in the stomach? 

5. Mention some of the conditions which tend to promote the 
most perfect digestion. 

6. Name the respiratory organs. Describe the lungs. 

7. Describe the larynx. What are the agents in formation of 
sounds ? 

8. What is the cause of stammering? How may it be cured? 

9. Describe the cuticle and the true skin. Why is frequent 
bathing necessary ? 

10. Of what does the lachrymal apparatus consist? Describe the 
nasal duct. 



PHYSIOLOGY. 
(Ohio School Report, 1875.) 

1. Define nutrition, absorption, secretion. 

2. What fluids aid digestion in the stomach? What aid intestinal 
digestion ? 

3. Describe the structure and functions of the lacteals and lym- 
phatics. 

4. What objects are accomplished by the circulation of the blood? 
Name the different classes of circulation. 

5. Describe the structure and functions of the arteries, veins, 
capillaries. 

6. What are nerves of motion and nerves of sensation? 

7. What is a gland? Name five important glands found in the 
human body. 

8. How do the cerebrum and cerebellum differ as to their size, 
structure and functions? 

9. Describe the retina and its ofiSce. 

10. Give the structure and functions of the vocal organs^ includ- 
ing the vocal cords. 
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BOTANY. 

(Ohio School Report, 1875.) 

1 . What is elaborated sap ? Give its chemical composition. 

2. What is meant by cellular tissue? Describe a plant cell. 

3. Define morphology, venation and aestivation. 

4. Name and define five forms of inflorescence. 

5. Name the parts of a flower and their subdivisions. 

6. How does a complete flower differ from a symmetrical flower? 

7. What constitute the living parts of an exogenous shrub or tree ? 

8. Name and define the different kinds of fruit, and give an ex- 
ample of each kind. 

9. Compare the stems, leaves, flowers, and embryo of exogens 
and endogens. 

10. How does the artificial system of classification differ from the 
natural system ? 



PHYSIOLOGY. 

1. What are bones, and what is their use? 

2. What are muscles, and what is their use? 

8. What is the skin? of what is it composed? what is its use? 

4. Describe the structure of the nails, and of the hair. 

5. Describe the layers of the skull, the membranes surrounding 
the brain. 

6. The coats of the stomach, the coats of the arteries. 

7. Name the organs concerned in respiration. 

8. Describe the processes of mastication and of insalvation. 

9. What are the senses? where do the nerves of the senses sever- 
ally originate ? 

10. Describe the eye. . 



BOTANY. 
(W. C. Cmppen, Johnson.) 

1 . What are the indispensable conditions to the growth of a plant ? 

2. Define annual, biennial, and perennial plants, and give exam- 
ples of each. 

3. Define raceme, cor3rmb, umbel, head, spike, culm, spathe, 
spray. 
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4. State the characteristic differences between exogenous and en- 
dogenous stems. 

5. What is the ofl3ce of the leaves of a plant? Why does gird- 
ling a tree cause its death ? 

6. Illustrate by drawings the different kinds of leaf margins. 

7. What part of the plant is edible in the potato, the cabbage, the 
plum, the apple, the turnip, the onion? 

8. What are some of the ways in which seeds are disseminated? 

9. Define aggregate, accessary, and multiple fruits, and give ex- 
amples of each. 

10. How are flowerless plants propagated. 



BOTANY. 

(Ohio School Report, 1876.) 

1. What are the characteristics of a typical flower? 

2. Define morphology, perianth, placenta, pericarp, inflorescence. 

3. Name the organs of vegetation, and the organs of reproduction. 

4. Name the parts of a complete leaf. Describe the structure of 
endogenous stems and of exogenous stems. 

5. How are fruits classified? Give examples of dehiscent and of 
indehiscent fruits. 

6. Mention four methods of distinguishing exogens from endogens. 

7. What is clasification in Botany? Distinguish between the 
different kinds of clasification. 

8. Name the order to which each of the following belongs; 
Spring-beauty, May-flower, May-apple, Lilac, Butter-cup. 

9. Name two valuable products derived from the vegetable king- 
dom of the United States. 



MINERALOGY. 

1 . Name and deflne the three great classes of rocks. 

2. Define mineral, and simple mineral. 

3. Name the minerals that constitute the alphabet of geology. 

4. Describe quartz, feldspar, mica. 

5. What is the origin of " mineral coal " ? 

6. Describe, and state the uses of silver. 

7. Describe oxygen. 

8. In what form and where is rock salt found, and of what is it 
composed ? 

9. What are the best building stones in Vermont? 
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10. Where in Vermont are granite, marble, roofing slate, soap- 
stone found? 



POLITICAL ECONOMY. 

1. Define political economy, wealth, commodity, capital. 

2. Define demand, supply. 

3. Define value, price. 

4. Upon what does the value of an article depend. 

5. By what is the highness of wages determined? 

6. Why are wages higher in some employments than in others? 

7. What classes of persons are there with jespect to the produc- 
tion of wealth ? Show by example how two or more of these njay be 
combined in one individual. 

8. What is money? What is its use? 

9. What is the law relative to the use of good and of poor cur- 
rencies ? 

10. What is a tax? What are duties? What is a tariff? 
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